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As is the business
of tailors to make
clothes and cobblers
to make shoes,
so it is the business
of Christians to pray.
Martin Luther
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A House of Prayer

The word church holds a lot of different meanings to us. If we opened the floor to discussion,
varying comments and consternations would emerge as we debated this subject.

If you haven't notice, Jesus always keeps things simple.

. .. for my house will be called a house
of prayer for all nations” (isaiah 56:7).

Every Wednesday afternoon, 4:30 - 6 pm the church doors are open to anyone who wants to
spend time in prayer. Come and go as your schedule allows. There is a sign-up sheet on the
bulletin board for anyone willing to help host a day of prayer. This person will be in charge of
unlocking and locking the doors.

What about g/our neighbor’s children?
What about your grandkids?

How many children has God laid on your heart to bring?
Vacation Bible School (VBS)

July 6 - 8 each evening 6 - 8
& July 9 from 9 - 12

Be in prayer for this upcoming children’s ministry. R D c W

Children need Christ. . . maybe more than ever. R A“..WEV
R i i
Also plan to be a volunteer. Your help is needed. DTN ———"
Contact Steven Hall (336) 970-9415 or BriAnne Hall (336) 486-3797 =

While we sit at our table, my family heads bowed low

My thoughts return to childhood - to the finest guy | know
He doesn't speak good English, he's just a simple man
But when hetalksito the Lord even allittle child can understand
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Tim and Sandy first built a nursing home facility within their home. When talking with
locals from here, it soon comes up that someone they knew had stayed with Tim and
Sandy. ltis always said what a blessing this service was to several in the county. With
Sandy’s background in nursing, it was a perfect fit. Then the government began to be
more and more involved in these small home facilities and so due to never ending
regulations they closed the doors to that operation.

Sandy was working with new born babies and loved it. Tim was working at the high
school. While he taught masonry, he also was an assistant coach in the high school’s
wrestling program. They both were a part of the beginnings of our church. There was a Sandy & Tim Stamper
group who started a Bible study in a small church in Glade Valley. Then it grew to the

High School drama room. Then to the “bingo” Parlor. And even to the Silver Dollar

Music Center. That building was large, but also hard to heat. Many Sunday mornings Tim would arrive very early in

the morning with a truck load of fire wood. That entire load of firewood was burned in the large fireplace each Sunday with
folks huddled around . . .trying to stay warm. Staying warm was secondary to the desires of this group to sing songs of
praise and worship the Lord. Yes, the church has gone through some interesting steps to be where it is today.

Tim and Sandy started growing Christmas trees. That was a particular love of Tim's. He was standing in the field of trees
one day, when he felt the Lord asking if he could give all this up. That was a surprise, but if giving up Christmas tree farming
meant being in God’s will. . . .well, yes, they could give up the trees. They both will tell you they felt the call to be
missionaries throughout their lives, but were surprised that that option was still something God had in mind after several
years of serving God in Grace Community Church.

Before you know it. . .they were in China working with schools. Tim was teaching English and the both were sharing God’s
Good News when the opportunity was there. They had several experiences that were un-nerving. They discovered
someone was checking their computer while they were away from the home. Can you imagine? They had a “carriage” ride
that made them really thank God for a safe arrival to their destination. Tim got sick and God’s Hand was right there to see
them through this, too. Even opened doors to expand opportunities to spread the gospel.

The next step was in a refuge camp on Lesvos Island in Greece. Sandy was good at making the women feel safe and
understanding their fears and showing them a better way through the love of Christ. She schedule the use of the laundry
mat and spent time with these distressed women. All of this was new to these displaced families. They knew they needed
help, but didn’t know what might happen. Sandy was instrumental in helping moms understand there was something more.
These displaced families were in their homes one day and the next day they were fleeing. They were leaving their “stuff’ and
homes behind without knowing what the future held. Tim and Sandy were glad to share and to show God's care. Soon their
role of helping went beyond their own abilities to share. They began teaching others (nationals) how they too could reach
those so desperately in need. Occasionally their safety was in question but God kept His Guarding Hand over them. They
will tell you quickly, the prayers of Grace Church was a great part in the safety net afforded by God. They knew folks were
praying for them.

Now they are “home.” (They are back in the US, but their real “home” still awaits.) And we are fortunate to have them here
with us to shed light into what the future might hold. They’ve seen first hand many situations that give them insight into how
we should be preparing for tomorrow. Prayer is the number one piece of advice. Fill up on Jesus is what Tim is preaching
these days. While Sandy’s parents in Florida need her assistance, she and Tim will be in Sparta more than usual. Tim will
still be flying to meet with the administrative team to keep the work moving forward. Both will be doing a lot of the same work,
just on American soil.

Welcome home. . . we love you and are so grateful God has shared your lives with our church.

UPCOMING EVENTS: Men's breakfast on July 16th @ 8:00 am
Talent Show on August 27th

It has been said, "Find where God is
working and join in to be a part of that
work." And that's just what is going on ! C/L’Zistmas
at Grace Church. We see God at work in
shoeboxes distributed world-wide. Our

next shoebox packing party will be announced soon.
You will want to be part of that. In the mean time, bring whatever
donations you feel would be great as shoebox fillers. Small pieces of
fabric for the girls to practice sewing is one idea. A drop-off box is in the
vestibule of the church for your donations.
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i\'\u& Hey youth and teens . . . . check-out your church library.
- = Summer is upon us, and that means school is out! It also means it is a great
,-")I 5 get some reading in “just for fun”.
The youth section has historical adventure novels, adventure stories, animal
CHURCH LIBRARY and more. . . . PLENTY choose from.
el S
I here I1s a good selection of biography books you will really enjoy. . . . along with books in the Fiction and

Non Fiction sections. Don't be shy, ask questions. Belinda Hiemstra is happy to assist you.

The Runner from Ravenshead...........................cc........ reviewed by Belinda Hiemstra

The actors in this movie are all kids! Fast paced and full of adventures, the kids are beyond cute. They get
into all sorts of jams trying to get to their destination. There are life lessons taught in the movie, but I
won't give anything away. Fun movie for all ages, so pop the corn and settle in for some laughs.



